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Former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins on Marrying 
Ideas

https://ytcropper.com/cropped/dd5d8a391d9a268
https://ytcropper.com/cropped/dd5d8a391d9a268


Quick: Partner Haiku!

5-7-5

          write haikus about
          the shift from summer to fall

         here in florida

padlet.com/paulholimon/CLAS_haikus



“This writer [Plato] shows us, if only we 
were willing to pay him heed, that another 

way (beyond anything we have mentioned) leads 
to the sublime. And what, and what manner of 

way, may that be? 

It is the imitation and emulation of 
previous great poets and writers. And 
let this, my dear friend, be an aim to 
which we steadfastly apply ourselves.”

Longinus. 1899 On the Sublime. trans. 
Roberts, W. R. XIII, 2.



“When teachers have authentic voices, 
their students have them, too.”

“A teacher who shows what she is 
trying to learn through writing isn’t 
afraid to ask children what they are 
trying to learn through their own 
writing.”

- Donald H. Graves, in “Children Can 
Write Authentically If We Help Them”



Craft & Structure: Grade 8
LAFS.8.RL.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Cognitive Complexity: Level 3: Strategic Thinking & Complex Reasoning

LAFS.8.RL.2.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Cognitive Complexity: Level 3: Strategic Thinking & Complex Reasoning

LAFS.8.RI.2.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 
particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.

Cognitive Complexity: Level 2: Basic Application of Skills & Concepts

LAFS.8.RI.2.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Cognitive Complexity: Level 3: Strategic Thinking & Complex Reasoning



Breathe 
in . . .

. . . breathe 
out.



“The First Line of a Poem”: How’s it work?
Stanza 1:

Stanza 2:

Stanza 3:



Four Days
 

By Sarah Rose Etter

 

The numbers come in.  The party gets quiet.  A woman stands 
up and leaves, slamming the door. . . 



Four Days 
By Sarah Rose Etter

Read by Dawna McNaughton

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zMR-1vtuBs5mcu_XDpGOl7Hy_RWlII7Q/preview




“Four Days”: How’s it work?

First Day:

Second Day:

Third Day:

Fourth Day:



Nonna’s in Black Like Usual  
By Stella

 

Nonna’s in black like usual, but this time with gold. She 
wanted to honor him. . . 



Nonna’s in Black Like Usual, by Stella

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1b15Cgky-AgHLDHawyLhwq4e0dOKPr0L2/preview


The Third Line or Four Nights?
Let’s give this a whirl, shall we?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OImDUcngWAk


We Read, We Wrote, Now We Share and Discuss.
“Literature is not primarily about ‘figuring out’ symbolism or figurative language or 
setting or mood or structure.

Literature is primarily about us as individuals, as people seeking to understand 
ourselves and the world we share.”

- Mike Schmoker, Focus: Elevating the Essentials to Radically Improve Student 
Learning



AHAs



Learning to Write with Variety via Emulation Is . . .
. . . excellent (and I dare say better) “FSA Prep”!

In order to write “Nonna’s in Black Like Usual,” Stella: 

Determined the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyzed the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts.

Analyzed how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Analyzed in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences 
in developing and refining a key concept.

Determined an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

. . . And wrote like a champ!
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