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Why has attention decreased?

Anyone care to guess the primary culprit?

Yep... technology.







Evan Williams, a founder of
Twitter, says that in lieu of
IPads, their two young boys
have hundreds of books (yep,
physical ones) that they can
pick up and read anytime.
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Chris Anderson

“My kids accuse me and my wife of being fascists
and overly concerned about tech, and they say that
none of their friends have the same rules,” he said of
his five children, 6 to 17. “That’s because we have
seen the dangers of technology firsthand. I've seen it
in myself, | don’t want to see that happen to my kids.”




What do these folks know?

The same thing most of us have felt for a
long time In our gut.

Young people
need to develop non-technological skills
in order to be successful.

Intellectual STAMINA




Intellectual STAMINA

Can you mud wrestle with a
challenging problem for an
extended period of time with
focus, , resiliency,
adaptability and concentration?



Without Intellectual STAMINA there is

little chance of being successful on...

FSA
ACT

SAT
SBAC

ALL STATETESTS
and so on...



So how do we build
Intellectual STAMINA?

The research is pretty clear...

Reduce multi-tasking.




Brain research clearly says that multi-

tasking is bad for the quality of work.

“People can’t multi-task well and when people say

they can they're deluding themselves.”
-Earl Miller, neuroscientist




When students hold technology In their
hands a battle is being waged between

and
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Hamlet's Soliloquy: To be, or not to
be: that is the question (3.1)

Annotations

To be, or not to be: that is the
question:

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to
suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous
fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of
troubles,

And by opposing end them? To die: to
sleep;

No more; and by a sleep to say we
end

The heart-ache and the thousand
natural shocks (70)

That flesh is heir to, 'tis a
consummation

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay,
there's the rub;

For in that sleep of death what dreams
may come

When we have shuffled off this mortal
coil,

Must give us pause: there's the
respect

That makes calamity of so long life;
For who would bear the whips and
scorns of time,

The oppressor's wrong, the proud
man's contumely,

The pangs of despis'd love, the law's
delay, (80)

The insolence of office and the spurns
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We keep saying PAY ATTENTION!!!

They are trying to pay attention...

but it’s just not possible.
These are involuntary, emotional reactions.

Adults (like us) are better at it
but teen brains are less able.

To be successful means you must consciously
seek to become a defender of student focus.




An American Classic

TOKILL A
MOCKINGBIRD
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We don’t read simply to discover
who other people are.
We read to discover
who WE are.




If you are in this room right now |
doubt | have to convince you of a
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| don’t want to get everyone
too riled up but (sadiy)
education has become a...
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Political futbol

L/

Political football -




Students
need to be
able to think.

Deeply * Critically * Cogently




Share some
strategies for

success!




CTE CAREER CLUSTERS w

_ CAREER
*Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources TECHNICAL
*Architecture and Construction EDUCATOND N\
*Arts, A/V Technology and Communication T,

*Business, Management and Administration

*Education and Training
Technology will reimagine every career.

*Finance

*Health Science - Artificial Intelligence

*Hospitality & Tourism - Virtual/Augmented Reality
*Human Services - Big Data

*Information Technology - Blockchain

*Law, Public Safety & Security - The Internet of Things
*Manufacturing - 3D Printing
- Robotics

*Marketing, Sales & Service
*Transportation, Distribution & Logistics

The Fourth Industrial Revolution
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NOUN: A PERSON, PLACE, or THING

The Fourth Industrial Revolution

In the next 10 years
ALMOST ALL NOUNS

will have a
computer chip.




NEST AIR CONDITIONING




Their Entire “White Line” will
have a chip by 2020

OVEN WASHER & DRYER REFRIGERATOR




The Fourth EVERY NOUN will have a chip in it.
Industrial Revolution

Virtual &
Augmented
Reality

Big
Data

Bots &
Robotics

Systems of Intelligence

Your

Students’
Careers

Artificial
'Intelligence

Internet
of Things

w
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Transitioning Everyone




Jobs will die.

« Self-driving trucks will replace truck drivers.

* Clerks that file paper forms in the medical
records department will be replaced by
blockchain health care where your digital

health records are instantly accessible 24/7 in
the cloud no matter where you travel - no
matter what doctor you see.

* Self-checkout shopping carts at the grocery
store will replace cashiers.

* The list goes on and on...



AREER Be a student of history. AREER
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INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTIONS ALSO GIVE
BIRTH TO MANY, MANY MORE NEW AND
HIGHER PAYING JOBS!

FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE SKILLS
NEWLY IN DEMAND



What skills will be in demand?

Literacy Skills




Literacy Skills

What skills will be in demand?

Coding




A Severe Talent Shortage

R 4

>1 m|”|0n more 1,400,000
than students
by 2020 «—— available jobs

1.4 million ... T

computing jobs An immense gap

400,000

200,000 computer science students

Virtual Reality Coding Academy ™




Everyone of your students holds the potential
to have more than a job... they have the
opportunity to own a career.
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School needs to change.

I’m here because | realize | needed to change.



The Pantheon of our U.S. Curriculum




The Coming Pantheon of Curriculum
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Literacy’s Evolution

What do the learners need?

How do we provide enhanced college and
career readiness?

\ 17
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www.EyeQXL.com




Literacy’s Evolution

Sienna is in 6th Grade

o Ml Sienna needs to:

What A | *Understand

computational

does my | LRSS thinking & design

*Have a grasp of

daughter algorithms

*Know how to
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www.EyeQXL.com



What skills will be in demand?

Literacy Skills




Succeed with Evidence-Based Writing

ALAN SITOMER
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Effectively
teach the
reading/
writing

connection.




No one Is born a writer!

People “learn” how to write.

Skills are built through:
*x explicit instruction
* deliberate practice
* exposure to models




Strong writers develop their skills through
purposeful practice, mixed with time,
multiplied by hard work.

Put their butts in a chair and intellectually sweat.



There’s an endemic, self-evident flaw In
our approach to writing instruction.

Rooted in
Assumptive
Teaching




Assumptive Teaching

(Herber, 1978)

Assumptive teaching is when educators
take for granted that students own skills
they do NOT actually have.

Math Ex: A geometry teacher ask students to find the hypotenuse of a triangle using
the Pythagorean Theorem but the kid doesn’t know what it means to square a number.
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Content area teachers fall into the trap of

assumptive teaching all the time.

They assign text for the student to read in order to learn
the material but the student doesn’t have the reading
skills necessary to do the work.

I want you
to read X to

Oh, I assumed
you Kknew.



Assumptive teaching is a killer!




Back to Writing

Sarah was presuming her students

could write a multi-paragraph essay.

*Logical
...even as she readily *Organized
e [T GCIe RUEIR IVl Il ([ *Mechanically sound

probably could NOT compose SaSll=EE
a simple ONE PARAGRAPH JbEECLUEL

*Well-supported
! R LONsy *Rich with voice

*xConcrete




| don’t even know if this is Sarah’s fault.

Th Emperor
has no clothes.

Where Is the: |
* Dept. Chair?

* Asst. Principal?
* Principal?

* District Literacy?
* Asst. Supt.?
*Superintendent?
*State Dept of EA?
*U.S. Sec. of Ed? |




We don’t ask early readers to tackle Proust.

We don’t ask little leaguers
to hit 100 mph fastballs

We don’t ask newly arrived, non-native English
speakers to take standardized tests in a
language they have little-to-no command over.




To be an Effective Writing Instructor
you must recognize a very simple principle.

Excellent Writers own
Excellent Fundamentals




| am a HUGE proponent of

Comprehensive Literacy

A framework of Jovful and Powerful Learning and Teaching

22782 | Whole class “2 | Small Group Independent
Family
&
(5) reao aowo Community

€T WRITING

G Digital - | Integrated T
Resources Reading & \
Writing 2
5 | Language & : ,
80 Word Study W\'\,O\C C\'\.\.\d Ed\kCQfC\.OY\.

MSCHOLASTIC

%1 | Professional Learning ot e o e DUCATION




MSCHOLASTIC



Success 1s

attainable!
Literacy Is lynchpin.



Succeed with Evidence-Based Short Response

ALAN SITOMER

Mastering [ Etrectively
Short-Response A} teach the

reading/
ertmg writing

connection.
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Special Note:

These materials are
particularly effective at
raising the skills of low

performing students.




Smarter
Balancec

Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers

ARKANSAS
DEPARTMENT Commonality in
ELA Standards

Assessment

(because they all learn
from one another)

State of Texas Assessments

of Academic Readiness —
= New Yook S
2 g WTQS\.\\\\‘\?‘\\";\




smarter
Balanced Grade 5 ELA

James Watt and the Teakettle
by James Baldwin

A little boy from Scotland was sitting in his grandmother's kitchen. He
was watching the red flames in the wide open fireplace and quietly

Sample wondering about the causes of things. Indeed, he was always
Assessment wondering and always wanting to know.

Item
"Grandma," he presently asked, "what makes the fire burn?"

This was not the first time he had puzzled his grandmother with
questions that she could not answer. So she went on with her
preparations for supper and paid no heed to his query.

Claim

#4 5 1 1 4 3 RL.3

What can you infer about the grandmother in paragraph
three? Include information from the text in your answer.

Student task - type answer here



Lowest scoring student reply Jlyi

The prompt: What can you infer about the grandmother
In paragraph three”? Include information from the text in
your answer.

she dident now what to say fo james.

Score: 0 out of 2



Middle scoring student reply [y

The prompt: What can you infer about the grandmother
In paragraph three”? Include information from the text in
your answer.

[ can infer that the grandmother
em'f know the answer because she

doesn't answer James.

Score: 1 out of 2



Highest scoring student reply

The prompt: What can you infer about the grandmother
@agraph three? Include information from the text in

yOul N

[n paragraph three, you can infer that the grandma 1s quite
often puzzled by her grandson's questions. Here it says "
This waswot the first fime he had puzzled his grandma

wit tons that she could not answer. So she went on
er preparations for supper and paid no heed to hus
query.” This was not the first fime she didn't know a

o little boy's questions.
Score: 2 out of 2




One would presume writing is
being formally assessed by
Smarter Balanced.

And you would be correct.

Also, you would be wrong!



Smarter Balanced asks this question

What can you infer about the grandmother in paragraph
three? Include information from the text in your answer.

Most presume this is a short response writing assessment

Smarter But it’s not!
Balanced Grade 5 ELA

The student will make an inference about a literary text and identify details within the text that support that
inference.

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature » Grade 5.3
Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama,
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).




Game changer!

The tests are assessing
reading comprehension

through on-demand
short response writing.

Many literacy leaders do
not even know this.



Students must be able to succeed with

evidence-based short response

In order to demonstrate their reading
comprehension skills.

x 3

Georgia 2
Milestones

Assess

&0, R ARKANSAS
A (v § DEPARTMENT

State of Texas Assessments
of Academic Readiness




The Connection

Close Reading and Evidence-Based Writing

.3

Critical Thinking



ALAN SITOMER

How it works. s

Short-Response
Writing:

A research-based
color coding system




How it works: B e
Scaffolded instruction '

Teaching The First C: Claim it!

The Instructional Action Steps Claim it!

ACTION STEP 1 DETERMINE Where Your Students Are (Baseline Measurement)

ACTION STEP 2 DEFINE What a Claim Is (And What It Is Not!)
ACTION STEP 3 DEMONSTRATE How to Make a Claim (Front of Class Write-Aloud)

ACTION STEP & TASK Students with Making a Claim

ACTION STEP 5 DEMONSTRATE How to Revise a Claim (Front of Class Write-Aloud)

ACTION STEP 6 TASK Students with Revising Their Claim




Mastering
Short-Response
Writing:

The Three Claim It! Lenses

Richly
: Expressed
Highly Well-
Reasonable

By the end of the first learning module, students
will know how to write a claim that demonstrates
the qualities listed above.



How it works:

Scaffolded instruction

ALAN SITOMER

Mastering
Short-Response
Writing:

Teaching The Second C: Cite it!

The Instructional Action Steps Cite it!

ACTION STEP 1
ACTION STEP 2
ACTION STEP 3
ACTION STEP &
ACTION STEP 5

ACTION STEP 6

DETERMINE Where Your Students Are (Baseline Measurement)
DEFINE What It Means to Cite It! (And Why It Is So Important)
DEMONSTRATE How to Cite It! (Front-of-Class Write-Aloud)

TASK Students with Citing Evidence to Support Their Claim

DEMONSTRATE How to Revise a Citation of Evidence

TASK Students with Revising Their Citation of Evidence




Masteringxw

Short-Response
Writing:

Richly
: Expressed
Highly Well-
Reasonable Written

By the end of the second learning module,
students will khnow how to write a claim AND
support their claim with evidence that
demonstrates the qualities listed above.




How it works:

Scaffolded instruction

ALAN SITOMER

Masteringxw
Short-Response
Writing:

Teaching The Third C: Cement it!

The Instructional Action Steps

ACTION STEP 1
ACTION STEP 2
ACTION STEP 3
ACTION STEP &
ACTION STEP 5

ACTION STEP 6

DETERMINE Where Your Students Are (Baseline Measurement)
DEFINE What It Means to Cement It! (And Why It |Is So Important)
DEMONSTRATE How to Cement It! (Front-of-Class Write-Aloud)

TASK Students with Cementing Their Short Response

DEMONSTRATE How to Revise a Cement It! Conclusion

TASK Students with Revising Their Cement It! Conclusions




ALAN SITOMER

Masteringwr
Short-Response
Writing:

Richly
Expressed

Highly Well-

Reasonable Written Relevant

Conclusive

Well-

Reasoned Presentable

By the end of the third learning module, students will
know how to write a claim AND support their claim with
evidence AND wrap up their short response with a well-

reasoned, presentable, concluding sentence
that demonstrates the qualities listed above.




ALAN SITOMER

Masteringm% “
Short-Response
Writing:

Succeed with evidence based-writing

Real Student Sample

I . .
Post-Instruction Summative Assessment

STUDENT WORK: ZURHI (4TH GRADE GIRL)

. " ]
Pre-Instruction Baseline Measurement

Name:

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and compose a short response to

Name: : 2
the following question.

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and answer the following
question.

Expository Question: According to the article, PASS THE BUGS, PLEASE! why isita
good idea for people to start eating bugs?




Real
Student

Sample

HOW ZUHRI GREW AS A WRITER

1. ¥atis the worst thing about havinga ¢

[he Worsd- Ning QaR

H ) " -

(A

2. How old should a kid-be-beferethey-showk be allowed to stay up all night for New Iﬁaming to

J lt_,.'vf r

" CLAIM IT!

34mxe is the best place to go on vacation?

) } - . -
ne. | 3o WAl 0O : )

Learning to

According to the article, how do baby alligators use sound to communicate with CI I Ii' I I !

their mothers?

W

Why does the author of the article say the Nile River provided Ancient Egyptians with

food?

Learning to

Why does the author of the article call the Nile River a “superhighway” through the

entire kingdom?
he ayherc ™ e aftide
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ALAN SITOMER

Mastering -
Short-Response

Succeed with evidence based-writing [

Real Student Sample

Post-Instruction Summative Assessment

STUDENT WORK: OLIVER (4TH GRADE BOY)

Pre-Instruction Baseline Measurement

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and compose a short response to
the following question.

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and answer the following
question.

Expository Question: According to the article, PASS THE BUGS, PLEASE! why is it a
good idea for people to start eating bugs?




Real
Student
Sample

HOW OLIVER GREW AS A WRITER

W is the best |

AL EVIDENCE
ide two pieces of evidence
from the text to support each of the following claims.

According to the article, why are American alligators considered good mothers?

-ording to the article, how do baby alligators use sound to communicate with
ir mothers?

Learning to

CLAIM IT!

Learning to

CITE IT!

Learning to

ALAN SITOMER

Mastering
Short-Response

[mscHoLASTIC|
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Mastering
Short-Response

Succeed with evidence based-writing [

SCHOLASTIC

Real Student Sample

Post-Instruction Summative Assessment

.

, i $ B S
Name: \T QD 1A Date: -1~ |/

STUDENT WORK: GABRIEL (4TH GRADE BOY)

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and compose a short response to
the following question.

Pre-Instruction Baseline Measurement

Expository Question: According to the article, PASS THE BUGS, PLEASE! why is it a

Name: 9 - Date: good idea<or people to start eating bugs?

Please read the article Pass the Bugs, Please! and answer the following
question.

Expository Question: According to the article, PASS THE BUGS, PLEASE! why is it a

good idea for people to start eating bugs? the €[t o]l aleuM th U)olH Yeolle denri opn bhu9G
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Gabriel’s Writing Journey B
Mastering

Short-Response
Writing:

[mscHoLASTIC|

Answer the following questions.
e Make sure to provide at least one piece of evidence for each of your claims.

e Make sure to color code your replies (biue for claims, green for evidence)

1. Isit fair for a 4™ grade teacher to assign homework over the weekend?

i n = \ | §
9ks 40 ) Al I K ) Ik

2

2. Should parents require their kids to take at least one day off every two weeks
from watching screens (i.e. no phone, tablet, computer and/or tv) so that their
children’s eyes and brains can take a rest?

Real o) MR T e Tl "oy et
tudent
ample

~Which superhero has the best costume?

- ~
e &

3.?

4 What household chore is the most reasonable for a parent to require from their

4™ grade child?

Jiihat is the worst thing about having a cold?
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Highest scoring response exemplar

Single - 13

Score Point 3

In this exemplary e student offers the perceptive idea that Gogol has “conflicting interests™
because his w 8 have a new name differs from his parents’ wish. The student supports the
idea with well-¢rfosen direct quotations and paraphrased text that contextualizes more quotations. The
combination of perceptive idea and text evidence shows the student has a deep understanding of the
selection and makes this an accomplished reading performance.




Set student writers up to succeed.

Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development

Zone of proximal development

(Learner can do with guidance) Crisp, concise
short

response

Task is not
challenging | Dumbed-down

enough; worksheets The Sweet
work quickly 4

without can do
benefit for unaided
student

growth

Spot
becomes
boring and \ Learner / T \

Task is attainable but just
out of reach demanding
that students stretch and

grow (with the assistance
Learner cannot do of scaffolds and positive

Task is too difficult: instructional interactions)
work quickly becomes

=

E—

frustrating and Complex, nuanced, multi-paragraph, Short-Response 4

dispiriting so that evidence-based, long form Gaim 1
student gives up compositions
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BE RESPONSIBLE

+ Sit in assigned seat
* Have homework ready

/('\\ O\NS

L o
Dehmh(ﬂ\ B cam 15 when

- HOMEONE
\LE \\A {\\" d‘+%‘\‘»\(l‘/
as | | PErs0N YUTS Lorth an | idea o0& on oct
\ J0Y 1_(—(xm

Clovnms
Stodents
pay Yo ploy

Ap_noY-_howe enovy

}ffC\Lmd sports oy Mores
\/‘\_/\/\/

Shudents Shold dok \nowie 36

\ou becoune ﬁchoo:

entouC SHodans
5WE\A(¥%MWM
S¢hools Should decrease how

er pad, o :
‘;‘\b‘?&éﬂw : quw W*O

1\ ”“ \

\
\]

X (! \9hly Renconable - m A{‘-' ;

peoed - Has




Real Fidelity to the Strategies
In Classroom After Classroom
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Students Show Off Their Writing Portfolios
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FLORID; ANDARDS

ASSFS ENTS

When we increase the writing, we are
also going to increase the reading.



HOW THE FOCUS ON EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING

INCREASES READING COMPREHENSION

When we increase the writing, we are also going to
Increase the reading.

Read this sentence from paragraph 1.
At the southe f Brook/yn New York, lie
the ruins of a Thls i S
a
b()ut c

A When the United States entered World War II in 1941, Floyd Bennett Field was the most
active airport in the country.

B Itopenedin 1931, when propeller planes were commonplace.
C Floyd Bennett Field was New York City’s first municipal airport.

D Still others flew planes across the country to the West Coast to prepare for battles in the
Pacific region.




HOW THE FOCUS ON EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING

INCREASES READING COMPREHENSION

When we increase the writing, we are also going to
Increase the reading.

eye muscles are'stronger than any other muscles in the body

blinking provides several benefits to the eyeball

blinking happens in a way that does not affect a person’s vision |65, ® ARKANSAS
4 § DEPARTMENT

Ryes? OF EDUCATIO




HOW THE FOCUS ON EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING

INCREASES READING COMPREHENSION

When we increase the writing, we are also going to
Increase the reading.

Making ac Iaim_l

What is the main idea of the selection?
F Spencer spent a long time trying to find a guide horse to help her.
G Confetti is a miniature horse that has become a wonderful guide animal.
H Guide horses must be trained before they can help people with special needs.

J Confetti is a lot like a dog and can go anywhere a guide dog can go.



FLORID; ANDARDS

ASSFS ENTS

When we increase the writing, we are
also going to increase the reading.



What skills will be in demand?

Literacy Skills

v 7
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THANK YOU!

today’s presenter:

<Y Alan Sitomer
www.AlanSitomer.com
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