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Objectives!
1. Focus	on	insight…a mesh	of	reading	and	

writing
2. Discuss	different	types	of	insight/original	

thought/elaboration	to	meet	the	
individual	needs	of	students	during	one-
on-one	conferences	and	when	planning	for	
full-group	instruction

3. Consider	student	learning	behaviors	and	
how	to	connect	these	within	conferences	
and	lesson	planning		(focus	&	logic)



What are your original 
thoughts about this graphic? 



Insight
NOUN
the	capacity	to	gain	an	accurate	and	deep	intuitive	
understanding of	a	person	or	thing

Elaboration
NOUN
the	process	of	developing
or	presenting	a	theory,	
policy,	or	system	in	further
detail



Synthesize
VERB
combine	(a	number	of	things)	into	a	coherent	whole

Prompt
Evidence	in	a	Text	Set
Determine	Importance
Elaborate	

(Insight/Original	Thought)
Plan
Draft
Revise
Edit



Graham & Hebert (2010)  
• Writing about text improves 

comprehension and learning from texts
• More extensive writing is more       

effective than shorter writing  
• Differences in benefits…explicit writing 

instruction makes the difference

Writing	to	Comprehend
Graham,	S.,	&	Hebert,	M.	(2010).	Writing	to	read:	Evidence	of	how	writing	can	improve	reading.	

Washington,	DC:	Alliance	for	Excellent	Education.



Graham & Hebert (2010)  
• When students were taught explicitly 

how to write (not just assigned writing), 
then these impacts were equally 

large with poor readers 
• Writing about text was more powerful 

than just reading it or reading it and 
rereading it/studying it/discussing it

Writing	to	Comprehend
Graham,	S.,	&	Hebert,	M.	(2010).	Writing	to	read:	Evidence	of	how	writing	can	improve	reading.	

Washington,	DC:	Alliance	for	Excellent	Education.



• Writing	about	text	is	effective—it	encourages	
deeper	thinking	about	ideas

• Helps	to	consolidate	and	review	information		
• Inspires	the	reformulation	of	thinking		

• Requires	the	organization	and	integration	of	ideas	
• Fosters	explicitness
• Facilitates	reflection

• Encourages	personal	involvement	
• Requires	translation	into	one’s	own	words

What	We	Learn	from	Writing	
Dr.	Tim	Shanahan



Graham & Perin (2007)  
• Explicit Instruction

• Process – Planning, Models, Feedback
• Strategy instruction was most effective 

across all grade levels, but biggest 
effects on struggling students

A	Meta-analysis	of	Writing	Instruction
Graham,	S.,	&	Perin,	D.	(2007).	Journal	of	Educational	Psychology.	
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May	2017	Updates



LAFS.2.W.1.1	Write	opinion	pieces	in	which	
they	introduce	the	topic	or	book	they	are	
writing	about,	state	an	opinion,	supply	
reasons	that	support	the	opinion,	use	
linking	words	(e.g.,	because,	and,	also)	to	
connect	opinion	and	reasons, and	provide	a	
concluding	statement	or	section.	

LAFS.2.W.1.2	Write	informative/explanatory	
texts	in	which	they	introduce	a	topic,	use	
facts	and	definitions	to	develop	points,	and	
provide	a	concluding	statement	or	section.	



The	Big	Book	of	Details:																																																									
46	Moves	for	Teaching	Writers	to	Elaborate

by	Dr.	Rozlyn	Linder

This	lively	and	practical	book	addresses	a	persistent	
problem	in	our	profession.	We	still	don’t	show	kids	
how	to	write.	More	broadly,	we	don’t	demonstrate	
how	literate	people	think.	Sure,	we’re	great	at	
assigning,	demanding,	and	commanding	literacy	
activities.	But	when	it	comes	to	the	how-to	part,	
where	we	ought	to	demonstrate	(model)	how	such	
mental	work	gets	done,	we	too	often	abandon	our	
students	and	let	them	guess how	a	skilled	reader	or	

writer	might	tackle	the	task.

-Harvey	“Smokey”	Daniels



Interactive	Charts	for	Self	Assessment



Let’s	Talk	Lesson	Planning!
Mode,	Craft,	&	
Application	Skill

Example:	Informational,	
Opener	Phrases,	Imagine	
that	Original	Thought	

(elaboration)



Growth	in	craft	and	
elaboration/insight/original	thought	
BEGINS	through	lessons	with	a	choice	of	
topic.	When	students	write	about	topics	
that	matter	to	them,	they	are	able	to	
focus	on	an	idea	throughout	a	piece	and	
provide	the	reader	with	clear	“mean”	
and	“matter”	without	having	to	juggle	
evidence/the	ideas	of	another	writer	
while	learning	the	craft	of	writing.	



Structures Vary Based on Purpose
ALL Writers’ Workshops Variations
-Traditional Writers’ Workshop with 
choice of topic…craft based…not text dependent

~3-5 minutes - Read Aloud
~8-10 minutes - Model Plan and Model Draft (or shared)
~30-35 minutes - Independent Application & Conferencing
~2 minutes - Brief Sharing Session

-Shared PST example with class answering a text-based question 
together and then an independent question for the same 
text…often used in a recent readers’ workshop 
-Explorations Units – multiple days, varying lengths of writers’ 
workshop mini lessons, secured research,                             
primary purposes: note taking, paraphrasing
-ELA Modules – multiple days, putting all learning from readers’ 
and writers’ workshops into practice
-LDC Modules – multiple days, science or social studies content 
authentically combined with literacy, crosses over ELA block 
and content time



Structures Vary Based on Purpose
ALL Writers’ Workshops Variations

Shared Sequential Set (Multiple Days)
-FULL and EVEN BALANCE of EVIDENCE & ELABORATION
(Elaboration/Insight/Original Thought)
-Same text for students and teacher
-Same prompt for students and teacher
-Class reads through texts, discuss vocabulary needing 
clarification, discuss main ideas and structure of pieces to help 
think about main ideas for the multi-paragraph essay that will be 
written based on the prompt
-Class works together to determine important information to         
use as evidence and original thoughts to balance the evidence
-Class share writes a full-piece plan
-Class share writes the first body paragraph (1st middle)
-Students independently write the second body paragraph (2nd M)
-Class or students write the beginning and ending sections
to complete a full piece – Whole (Plan) – Part (Sections) - Whole



Structures Vary Based on Purpose
ALL Writers’ Workshops Variations

Sequential Set (Multiple Days)
-FULL and EVEN BALANCE of EVIDENCE & ELABORATION
(Elaboration/Insight/Original Thought)
-Text set and prompt for students to independently apply
-Different text set and prompt for the teacher to model
-Teacher models full-piece plan and step-by-step sections of their 
piece being modeled from beginning to end, teaching points are based 
on what students need (crafts and original thought types) throughout 
the full multi-day lesson set
-Students move through the full process: read their texts, determine 
vocabulary needing clarification, determine important information to 
support prompt, mark texts, determine main ideas to support the 
prompt, plan a full piece
-Teacher facilitates discussions about big ideas, main ideas, needed 
vocabulary clarification, key evidence (determining importance)
-Teacher facilitates daily conferences from the point of reading texts 
and through full-piece planning, drafting, revising, and editing
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What	could	take	this	“3”	example	to	a	“4”?





“Say”
“Mean”
“Matter”

Use	“Say”	“Mean”	“Matter”	as	think	aloud	statements	
and	within	questions	when	conferencing	with	students.
Avoid	formula/forced	use	of	the	words.	Make	sure	original	
thoughts	are	included	in	responses.	



Language Arts Florida Standards
Reading and Writing=Enormous Quantity & 

Quality to Support the Growth of 
Language, Literacy, Logic



• Based	on	needs	I	have	seen	in	student	writing	and	within	1:1	
conferences…		What	do	I	want	my	students	to	apply/demonstrate	by	the	
end	of	the	lesson	on	a	specific	day?	By	the	end	of	a	sequential	set?	etc.

• What	text	(read	aloud/mentor	text)	will	I	use	to	demonstrate	a	top-notch	
example	of	the	teaching	point(s)?		Crafts,	Conventions,	etc.

• How	will	I	also	embed,	through	my	think	alouds,	the	given	extras:	
planning,	rereading,	marking	text	based	on	a	personal	process,	
structure/organization,	scratch	&	go,	revising/editing,	use	of	word	wall	
and	other	interactive	support	charts,	modes/genres,	etc.?

• What	will	I	include	in	my	plan,	model,	and	think	alouds	ahead	of	time	that	
I	will	NEVER	just	show	to	students?	(I	will	always	be	the	BEST	actor	on	the	
stage	and	write	my	plan	and	model	in	front	of	students	using	think	alouds	
as	if	I’m	thinking	of	these	ideas	at	that	very	moment.)

• What	could	I	expect	to	see	in	student	pieces	so	I	am	prepared	for	various	
types	of	conferences/conferencing	needs?

Considerations	for	Planning



Writing	Prompts
Teacher’s	Prompt	 Students’	Prompt

Write	an	informative	essay	to	present	
to	your	class	about	the	benefits	of	
dance	on	the	human	body.	Use	
information	from	the	passages	in	your	
essay.
Manage	your	time	carefully	so	that	
you	can:

• read	the	passages;
• plan	your	response;
• write	your	response;
• revise	and	edit	your	response.

Write	an	informative	essay	to	present	
to	your	class	about	the	use	of	time	
capsules	and	their	importance.	Use	
information	from	the	passages	in	your	
essay.
Manage	your	time	carefully	so	that	
you	can:

• read	the	passages;
• plan	your	response;
• write	your	response;
• revise	and	edit	your	response.



Grade	4	
Language	Arts	Florida	Standards

LAFS.4.RI.3.9 Integrate	information	from	two	texts	on	the	same	topic	in	order	to	write	or	speak	about	
the	subject	knowledgeably.
LAFS.4.RI.4.10 Read	and	comprehend	informational	texts,	including	history/social	studies,	in	the	grades	
4-5	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.			
LAFS.4.W.1.2 Write	informative/explanatory texts	to	examine a	topic	and	convey	ideas	and	
information clearly.	

a.	Introduce	a	topic	clearly	and	group	related	information	in	paragraphs	and	sections.
b.	Develop	the	topic	with	facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	quotations,	or	other	information	
and	examples	related	to	the	topic.	
c.	Link	ideas	within	categories	of	information	using	words	and	phrases (e.g.	another,	for	example,	
also,	because).
d.	Use	precise	language	and	domain-specific	vocabulary	to	inform	about	or	explain the	topic.
e.	Provide	a	concluding statement	or	section related	to	the	information	or	explanation	presented.

LAFS.4.W.2.4 Task,	purpose,	and	audience
LAFS.4.W.2.5 Planning,	revising,	editing	(process)
LAFS.4.W.3.8 Gather	relevant	information from	print	sources,	take	notes,	categorize	info,	sources
LAFS.4.W.3.9 Draw	evidence from	informational	texts	to	support	analysis,	reflection,	and	research

a.	reading	standards—describe	in	depth,	draw	on	specific	details		b.	explain,	reasons,	and	evidence
LAFS.4.W.4.10 Write	over	extended	time	frames
LAFS.4.SL.2.4 Report	on	a	topic	or	text,	use	appropriate	facts	&	relevant,	descriptive	details	to	support	
main	ideas	or	themes;	speak	clearly	at	an	understandable	pace	(sharing	session	and	conferencing)



Resources
Teacher	Resources	from	Kids	InfoBits	(District	Virtual	Library):
1	All	the	Right	Moves
2	Dancing	Toward	Dreams:	Ballerina	Misty	Copeland	Faces	Life	with	Grace
3	Getting	into	the	Swing	of	it!
Student	Resources	from	Kids	InfoBits	(District	Virtual	Library):
1	Time	in	a	Bottle
2	Helloooo!	Anybody	Out	There?
3	Saving	Time:	Today’s	Time	Capsules	are	Tomorrow’s	Finds
4	1795	Boston	Time	Capsule	Opened

Digital	resources	are	made	available	to	district	teachers
through	MOODLE	courses	for	elementary	writing.

Evidence	Original	Thought	–	Mean	

Original	Thought-Matter	
	
Tamra	Orr	said	it	best	when	she	shared	that	“Dance	integrates	mind,	

body,	and	spirit.”	Dance	benefits	our	bodies	in	a	variety	of	ways.	Beyond	the	

obvious	physical	work	to	increase	strength	of	the	heart,	dance	also	helps	mental	

status	by	increasing	confidence	enough	to	accept	ourselves.	What	a	powerful	tool	

dance	can	be	to	impact	our	“soul	language”,	as	described	by	Ayla	Brown	in	

“Getting	into	the	Swing	of	it!”	

	
In	just	20	to	60	minutes	and	just	two	or	three	times	per	week,	the	use	of	

dance	can	provide	a	powerful	impact	on	the	human	body.	Through	physical	

exertion,	our	bodies	can	benefit	from	top	to	bottom	and	heart	to	toes.	We	can	

feel	our	hearts	become	stronger,	our	endurance	increase,	and	muscles	tone	

over	time.	In	Current	Health,	the	variety	of	benefits	from	dance	are	outlined	

by	Patty	Yoxall.	She	shared	that	in	a	short	amount	of	time,	we	can	increase	our	

flexibility	and	even	help	our	bodies	move	in	sports.	Coordination	and	weight	

loss	are	other	benefits	of	dance.		I	know	that	a	good	dance	tune	on	the	radio	

gets	my	toes	and	fingers	tapping	while	driving.	If	I	just	take	that	to	a	full-body	

workout	for	about	20-30	minutes,	I’ll	get	the	benefits	of	low-impact		aerobics.		

It’s	time	to	move	the	living	room	furniture	and	start	smiling	and	sweating	in	

4/4	time.	A	little	“Brickhouse”	(an	oldie	but	goodie)	or	Justin	Timberlake’s	

“Can’t	Stop	the	Feeling”	can	fill	any	home	and	body	while	dancing	down	to	a	

smaller	size	with	healthier	muscles.	It’s	time	to	have	some	fun!	

	
Dance	is	a	fun/enjoyable	exercise	to	improve	physical	health.	It	can	also	play	

a	powerful	role	in	the	mental	wellness	of	humans.	Imagine	if	you’re	“down	in	

the	dumps”,	feeling	unhappy	with	your	body,	or	just	lethargic.	You	can	grab	a	

catchy	beat	and	move	to	improve	your	mind.	The	amazing	Misty	Copeland,	

principal	ballerina	at	American	Ballet	Theatre,	found	the	tremendous	benefits	

of	dance	in	improving	her	confidence,	sense	of	belonging,	and	the	ability	to	

accept	herself.	(Highlights	for	Children,	2016).	When	her	body	changed	at	the	

age	of	19,	she	demonstrated	determination	by	never	quitting.	She	continued	

her	endless	practice	and	classes	to	improve	her	body	while	growing	strength	

in	her	mind.	For	example,	Sara	Matson	shared	that	Misty	“learned	to	stand	up	

for	herself	and	believe,	once	again,	that	she	belonged	in	ballet.”	That	kind	of	

never-ending	focus	can	help	professional	dancers	such	as	Misty	Copeland,	and	

regular	people	who	do	not	make	their	living	from	dance.	Instead	of	using	

medications,	dancing	becomes	a	therapy	anyone	can	use	that	doesn’t	require	

special	equipment	or	a	specific	location.		

	
“It’s	fun.	It’s	exercise.”	(Orr,	2001)	Swing	a	partner	or	just	move	your	

own	body	over	time.	Not	only	will	the	physical	benefits	impact	the	body	long	

after	the	last	beat	of	a	catchy	song,	the	mental	gifts	can	help	us	stay	

empowered	through	the	stress	of	life…whether	you’re	a	professional	ballerina	

or	in	a	classroom	needing	to	release	energy	after	sitting	all	day.	“Dancing	can	

make	you	feel	better	all	over,	inside	and	out!”	



Dance/Time	Capsule	Sequential	Set	Outline	Example
Day	1- T:	Prompt,	show	and	discuss	T.	set	with	markings,	plan
Ss:	Prompt,	read	S.	set,	mark:	BI,	MIs,	vocabulary
Day	2- T:	Prompt,	model	beginning—quotes
Ss:	Review	prompt,	discuss	vocabulary,	discuss	BI	and	MIs,	write	plan
Day	3- T:	Prompt,	model	half	of	first	middle	(physical)—commas	in	a	
series,	synthesizing
Ss:	Prompt,	write	beginning—use	quotes and/or	commas	in	a	series
Day	4- T:	model	2nd half	of	first	middle	(physical)
OT=example/pop	culture,	specific	details,	interrupter	phrases
Ss:	write	1st	middle—use	example/pop,	specific	details,	interrupters
Day	5- T:	model	1st half	of	2nd middle	(mental),	OT:	Imagine,	interrupters
Ss:	continue	writing	piece—imagine,	interrupters	(or	OT	that	works)
Day	6- T:	complete	2nd middle	(mental)	if	needed,	start/write	ending,								
OT:	example	w/	evidence	or	another,	review	of	crafts	used
Ss:	complete	middles	and	start/finish	ending	based	on	stamina
Day	7- T:	revise/edit	lesson	based	on	S.	needs,	complete	ending	if	needed
Ss:	complete,	revise,	edit T:	Conference	every	day!



“This	move—using	references	to	pop	culture—allows	writers	to	insert	a	
bit	more	of	their	understanding	of	the	world	and	culture,	challenges	
readers	to	make	sense	of	the	connection	in	a	way	that	simple	adjectives	
or	adverbs	would	not,	and	gives	readers	a	glimpse	of	the	writer’s	or	
speaker’s	world.”	
– Dr.	Rozlyn	Linder
Consider	the	comparison	possibilities,	using	specific	details	
available	in	Pop	Culture,	to	add	original	thought!	

Informative	AND	Opinion	Examples	of	Standards	for	this	Move:
LAFS.4.RI	&	RL.1.1	– Refer	to	details	and	examples	in	a	text	when	
explaining	what	the	text	says	explicitly	and	when	drawing	inferences	
from	the	text.
LAFS.4.W.1.1	– Write	opinion	pieces	on	topics	or	texts,	supporting	a	
point	of	view	with	reasons	and	information.
LAFS.4.W.1.2	– Write	informative/explanatory	texts	to	examine	a	topic	
and	convey	ideas	and	information	clearly.

Day	4		– Extra	day	needed	to	model	insight/original	thought	with	read	alouds
Insight/Original	Thought:	Pop	Culture	References	with	specific	details
Craft:		Specific	Details	Review	&	Interrupter	Phrase



Blog:	http://www.jenniferserravallo.com/blog/
Twitter:	@Jserravallo
Publisher	Site:	http://www.heinemann.com/writingstrategiesbook/



Jennifer Serravallo 
The Writing 

Strategies Book

Approach “Imagine that…” 
or  “Imagine if…” 

with empathy.
Interim example: Imagine if you were the iguana 

who didn’t receive proper care. Cold. Uncared for…



Readers Writing – Elizabeth Hale
Strategy Lessons for Readers’ Notebooks

Name it: Name the strategy you are teaching 
and provide examples.
Why do it?: Explain why this lesson supports 
thinking and writing about reading.
Model it: Demonstrate the strategy within a 
paragraph of writing that relates to the 
current read-aloud. Students notice where in 
your model writing you used the strategy. 
Ideally this “live writing” is done in real time 
on a document camera. 
Try it: Students try out the strategy.
Share it: Two students share their entries out 
loud and classmates comment on where they 
used the strategy.
p. 10

Breakdown 
of a Hale
Strategy 
Lesson



Readers Writing – Elizabeth Hale
Strategy Lessons for Readers’ Notebooks

Name it: Write about how you would 
feel if you were in a character’s 
situation

If I were…
Why do it?: This strategy helps you 
better understand a situation from 
different characters’ perspectives 
and synthesize what you know about 
the story/information so far. 
Thinking hypothetically also makes 
you more aware of how similar or 
different you are from that 
character.  p. 32

In a Character’s Shoes



Writing Strategies 
Book - Serravallo
Would an original 
thought example 
of an anecdote 
work to support 

your writing?



Anecdote
“A	quick,	abbreviated	
story.	Like	a	summary.	
…just	make	sure	you	tell	
the	information	that	will	
support	your	point.”



Prompt	Example:	Write	an	essay	in	which	you	give	your	opinion	
about	whether	or	not	students	should	have	homework.	



Readers Writing – Elizabeth Hale
Strategy Lessons for Readers’ Notebooks

Name it: Bring a personal connection back to the 
book you are reading.
Why do it?: Explain that sometimes a personal 
connection can turn into a memoir or a full 
retelling. However, writers who use this 
technique must find their way back to the entry.
Nonexample: The way Catherine likes to draw 
reminds me of when I was that age. I used to love 
to line up the different colors of my pencils like 
she did. I loved how calm drawing made me feel 
too. My favorite thing to draw was flowers. I 
would draw flowers all the time. Sometimes I 
went outside and drew ones I saw and other 
times I just made them up. One time when I was 
drawing a flower…

Bring a 
Personal 

Connection 
Back to the 

Book 
(Prompt)



Readers Writing – Elizabeth Hale
Strategy Lessons for Readers’ Notebooks

Model it example: 
The way Catherine likes to draw reminds me 
of when I was that age. I used to love to line 
up the different colors of my pencils like she 
did. I loved how calm drawing made me feel 
too. My favorite thing to draw was flowers. 
Even though Catherine likes to draw 
different things than I did, she seems to get 
the same kind of peaceful feeling when she 
does it. Maybe it’s her way of forgetting 
about things that bother her. 

Bring a Personal Connection Back to the Book (Prompt)



Conferencing! 
Differentiated Instruction!

Our district beliefs…
-Open-ended Questions

-Students Own
-Don’t feed the children!

-Clarify Specific 
Information/Intent

-Logical
-Organized

-Remain Focused on 
Prompt/Task

-Balance of Evidence & 
Elaboration (Insight/Original 

Thought)
-Verify Subsequent 

Revisions/Edits



Original Thought Conference Question Examples
1. What did you think about when you read that 

page/section/paragraph?
2. What did you learn from the evidence that supports the 

prompt?
3. What does that mean? How does that info connect to 

the task?
4. What are your original thoughts connected to that 

evidence?
5. How does that evidence connect to your main idea for 

that section?
6. Why does that evidence matter?
7. What comparison can you make for a similar idea?
8. What comparison can you make that is a different 

idea/approach/opinion?
9. What “imagine” idea (hypothetical original thought) can 

be added to show why your evidence matters?
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