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A confession.
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Spaceship

It’s amazing all

this motion going

on and 

water can lie still 

in glasses and the gas 

can in the 

garage doesn’t rattle.

- A. R. Ammons



Personalized Learning

Is it personal?

Is it learning?
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b o d y

Look closely at the letters. Can you see,

entering (stage right), then floating full,

then heading off—so soon—

how like a little kohl-rimmed moon

o plots her course from b to d

—as y, unanswered, knocks at the stage door?

Looked at too long, words fail,

phase out. Ask, now that body shines

no longer, by what light you learn these lines

and what the b and d stood for.
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b o d y
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1. Students must develop literacy skills so they can read more complex texts.

2. Deep discussions begin in DOK 3 and DOK 4 questions.

3. Teachers should aspire to more and more personalized learning.  Each student 

should be on a learning path that is “just right” for their needs.

4. Great teachers spend their nights develop engaging, differentiated lessons for 

the next day.
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1. Students must develop literacy skills so they can read complex texts.

1.  Students must read complex texts so they can develop literacy skills. 
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1. We must teach literacy skills so students can read more complex texts.

2. Deep discussions require DOK 3 and DOK 4 questions.

2.  Deep conversations require DOK 3 and DOK 4 THINKING (which is often best 

inspired by DOK 1 and 2 questions)
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3. Teachers should aspire to more and more personalized learning.  Each student 

should be on an learning path that is “just right” for their needs.

3.   Whole group instruction may be the most powerful tool.  Focus on the kind of    

personalization that great teachers have always done.
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1. We must teach literacy skills so students can read more complex texts.

2. Deep discussions require DOK 3 and DOK 4 questions.

3. Teachers should aspire to more and more personalized learning.  Each student 

should be on an learning path that is “just right” for their needs.

4. Great teachers spend their nights develop engaging, differentiated lessons for 

the next day.

4.  Great teachers spend their nights giving personal feedback to students, and 

getting some rest.
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1. Students must read complex texts so they can develop literacy skills.

2. Deep conversations require DOK 3 and DOK 4 THINKING (which is often best 

inspired by DOK 1 and DOK 2 questions)

3. Whole group instruction may be the most powerful tool.  Focus on the kind 

of personalization that great teachers have always done.

4. Whole group instruction may be the most powerful tool.  Focus on the kind 

of personalization that great teachers have always done.
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Peace, Love, and Literacy

Be at Peace with Great Whole Class, Text-based Instruction.  Surrender to 

the text.
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Peace, Love, and Literacy

Be at Peace with Great Whole Class, Text-based Instruction.  Surrender to 

the text.

Unlock the Love of Reading.  Worksheets, benchmark assessments, test 

prep, practice software are not aphrodisiacs.
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Peace, Love, and Literacy

Be at Peace with Great Whole Class, Text-based Instruction.  Surrender to 

the text.

Unlock the Love of Reading.  Worksheets, benchmark assessments, test 

prep, practice software are not aphrodisiacs.

Literacy flourishes with these kinds of Peace and Love.
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Thank you.

Questions?
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