
Evidence Based Writing 
 

A Closer Look at 
Evidence, Inference and Argument  





LCS Teaching American History action research 
findings for students who completed  

3 DBQs prior to 2010 FCAT  
2010 FCAT Results 

4th grade 5th Grade 
 
Students 

 
Participants 

Non-participants  
Participants 

Non-
participants 

437 1224 255 704 
FCAT 
reading 

79.6 % at 
level 3 or 
above 

68.4% at  
level 3 or  
above 

77.4% at 
level 3 or 
above 

69.7% at 
level 3 or 
above 

Florida 
Writes 

89.4% at 
level 4 or 
above 

62.4% at  
level 4 or  
above 

n/a n/a 

Note: Non-participant students are students at the same schools as participant students 



LCS Teaching American History District-Wide findings 
for students who completed  
3 DBQs prior to 2011 FCAT   

2011 FCAT Results   
4th grade 5th Grade 

Students 
Scores 

Completers Non-completers Completers Non-completers 
 

FCAT  
Reading 

81.4 % at level 
3 or above 

66.2% at  
level 3 or  
above 

83.2% at 
level 3 or 
above 

67.4% at  
level 3 or  
above 

Florida  
Writes 

90.6% at level 
4 or above 

65.7% at  
level 4 or  
above 

n/a n/a 
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CCR Anchor Standards 
CCR Standard 1: Read Closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

10th Grade:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.    

8th Grade:  Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

5th Grade:  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

3rd Grade:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.  

Kindergarten:  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text.  



Step 1: The Hook  (Engaging the students)  
 

Step 2: The Background Essay (Building Context)  
 

Step 3: Clarifying the Question (Defining Key Terms & Pre-bucketing) 
 

Step 4: Close Analysis (Understanding the Document )  
 

Step 5: Grouping the Documents (Post-Bucketing) 
 

Step 6: Writing  (From Thrash-out to Essay) 



Claim Statement 

Evidence Inference Argument 
“There is smoke coming 

from the forest.” 
Considering the smoke 

rising above forest, the ash 
raining down, and the 

sickening smell of the burnt 
embers, the Jackson’s 

knew they had a problem.  

Smoke comes 
from fire. 

To support a claim: 
Evidence + 
Inference = 
Argument 

Evidence comes 
directly from the 

documents. 

Inferences are 
conclusions reached 

based on the evidence. 
 

An Argument summarizes and 
explains how the evidence 

supports the claim.   

How do you make support a claim? 
The forest is on fire. 

A claim is what 
you are going to 

prove. Claim
: 

The forest is on fire. 



Document Analysis 

Evidence Inference Argument 

Evidence comes 
directly from 

the documents. 

Inferences are 
conclusions reached   

based on the evidence. 
 

An Argument 
summarizes and 
explains how the 

evidence supports the 
claim and answers the 

question.   

How do you support a claim in a DBQ? 



Class, Gender, and Race in To Kill a 
Mockingbird:  Is Mayella Powerful? 



Class, Gender, and Race in To Kill a 
Mockingbird:  Is Mayella Powerful? 



Class, Gender, and Race in To Kill a 
Mockingbird:  Is Mayella Powerful? 
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What Caused the Hysteria of the 
Salem Witch Trial of 1692? 



Evidence 

1        2        3        4        5        6        7        8        9 



Inference 

1        2        3        4        5        6        7        8        9 



Argument 

1        2        3        4        5        6        7        8        9 





 

Mini-Qs in Literature Volume II 
Coming Fall 2014 

 
• Are Hamlet’s Actions Justified? 
• How Did the Abolitionists Make an Argument Against Slavery? 
• Slave, Friend or Father:  How Did Huck Regard Jim? 
• How Does Robert Frost Make Meaning From Metaphor? 
• To What Extent Does The Great Gatsby Reflect the 1920’s? 
• Words in Holocaust Writing:  How Does One Say the Unspeakable? 

 
Other works (questions to be determined):  Immigration writings,  
The Crucible, Lord of the Flies, and Our Eyes Were Watching God 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Questions… 
 

 
Jackie Migliori 

jackie@dbqproject 
 

Amie Polcaro 
amie@dbqproject.com 
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